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WASHINGTON, Oct. 11 (UPI)-- "Terrorism has a face," said President George W. Bush, Wednesday, "and today we expose it for the world to see." But the face of the most sought-after terrorist is far from known to those tracking him down, and no one has seen it in decades. 

Not since Carlos the Jackal spread his wave of terror in the 1970s have Western intelligence services been so eager to find one man. No, not Osama bin Laden, though they would not mind finding him as well. 

The most hunted individual today is a 39-year-old man named Imad Mughniyah. Unlike bin Laden who seeks to publicize his face by television appearances, Mughniyah remains elusive and avoids publicity. He prefers to operate in the dark, remaining in the background. 

Mughniyah is not a newcomer to the scene, in fact several intelligence services, including the Israelis have been chasing him for more than 20 years. 

According to Kenneth Katzman, a Specialist in Middle Eastern Affairs at the Foreign Affairs and National Defense Division, President Clinton's January 23, 1995 Executive order (12947) on Middle Eastern terrorism, states that a person found to pose significant risk of disrupting the Middle East peace process, or to have materially supported acts of violence toward that end is a Specially Designated Terrorist or SDT. 

Imad Mughniyah, a Hizbollah intelligence officer was classified as such. 

So far, he has managed to remain one step ahead of his would-be captors. And that is not for lack of trying. In 1994 a car bomb was blown up near a mosque in Beirut's Shi'ite southern suburbs. It was alleged that the CIA was responsible. They missed him, killing his brother Fuad instead, along with other innocent bystanders. 

Some Middle East observers say this incident increased his hate of America. 

But Mughniyah's battle with America predates the attempt on his life. He is a key member and founder of the pro-Iranian Lebanese Islamist group known as Hizbollah, or Party of God in Arabic. He is believed to be directly responsible for the deaths of more Americans than any other individual. 

At least before the Sept. 11 attacks on New York and Washington. But now, some in the intelligence communities are saying he may be involved in those too. They see his "fingerprints" in the hijackings, something in which Mughniyah has had prior experience. 

To this day he remains an obscure figure in the shadowy war in which the United States, and a vast coalition of other countries are currently engaged. 

Many say they don't even know what he looks like, and some intelligence reports believe he has undergone plastic surgery in order to change his appearance. He has been reported to be hiding in Iran, or some other countries. 

Announcing a new "Most Wanted Terrorists" list made up of 22 names on Wednesday as part of his war on terrorism, Bush said these men were "pure evil." Mughniyah's name figured first on the list, ahead of bin Laden, who the U.S believes is responsible for the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon that killed more than 5,000 people. 

"They have blood on their hands," said U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell. 

In the "world fight against terrorism," as FBI Director Robert Mueller called it, the U.S. State Department is offering a $5 million reward for information thwarting a terrorist attack or leading to the apprehension of an alleged terrorist. 

So far, all 22 people on the new list, including Osama bin Laden, are under indictment in the United States for terrorism unconnected to the Sept. 11 terror attacks. But senior administration officials said after the announcement that a number of them may be charged in the plot that led to the destruction of the World Trade Center and part of the Pentagon. 

The United States blames Mughniyah for the attack on the U.S. Marines barracks in Beirut in October 1983 that killed 241 Marines and sailors in what was later described as the largest non-nuclear explosion in history. It was also the biggest single loss of life for the Marines since the battle of Iwo Jima, in WW II. 

As the Bush administration's war on terrorism is gaining momentum, one high-ranking foreign diplomat who asked not to be named, told United Press International, "the U.S. is ready to forgive and forget many past acts by many people. But Mughniyah is one of a few exceptions. They want him and will not forget what he did." 

In their quest for new allies the U.S. will indeed be forced to let some bygones be just that. Even Jordan's King Adbullah recently said some things will have to be forgotten. 

In fact, the U.S. did not oppose Syria's nomination for a rotating seat on the U.N. Security Council earlier this week, apparently passing over a long list of suspected Syrian-sponsored terrorist activities. But Mughniyah is where they draw the line, according to the diplomat who met with some of Bush's inner circle recently. 

"Imad Mughniyah is the very opposite of bin Laden. He has skills, is more professional, he operates as a faceless terrorist. We don't know what he looks like, nor where he is," said Magnus Ranstorp, a professor at the University of St. Andrews Center for the study of Terrorism and one of the world's leading experts on terrorism, to CNN. 

The Americans also want him for the role they believe he played in the 1985 hijacking of a TWA flight to Beirut in which an American navy diver, Robert Stethem, who happened to be on board the ill-fated flight 847, was tortured and killed. 

Mughniyah is also suspected of bombing the Israeli Embassy as well as a Jewish community center in Argentina in which 119 people died in the 1990s; the 1983 bombing of the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, which killed 63; and the kidnapping of numerous Western hostages in Beirut in the mid-1980s. Two American hostages — William Buckley, the CIA station chief in Beirut, and Lt. Col. William Higgins, a Marine officer serving with the United Nations in Lebanon — were also killed. 

Some now believe there might be a link between Mughniyah and the attacks on New York and Washington. A CNN report points to evidence of Ali Mohamed, a former U.S. Special Forces sergeant who admitted to involvement in the 1998 U.S. embassy bombings in Tanzania and Kenya. 

In court documents Mohamed swore to have "arranged a meeting in Sudan between Mughniyah, and bin Laden. Hizbollah provided explosives training for al Qaida and al-Jihad" — the Egyptian Islamic extremist group believed responsible for the 1981 assassination of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat." 

Mughniyah is also suspected of plotting to bomb 12 U.S. Jumbo jets in the Far East in 1995. His previous obsession with hijackings might seem to indicate some possible involvement in the Sept. 11 attacks. 
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